RABIES TESTING PROTOCOL
Entire fresh brain, in a refrigerated state, should be submitted to the diagnostic laboratory in all cases
where rabies is a differential diagnosis — do not place any part of the brain in formalin.

Suitable sample for rabies testing requires:
e Fresh brain in skull for smaller animals
e Bats & small rodents — submit entire animal dead
e Livestock — submit entire brain intact, please remove from the skull (Not hemi-sected)
e All minimum required sites of brain are present (Laboratory personnel will perform
appropriate sectioning):
0 Cross-section of brain stem (required)
O Entire cerebellum (preferred) or left and right hippocampus
The above sites are the minimum sites for examination as stated in the CDC protocol; however, the
laboratory prefers testing all of the above sites on all animals.

Unsuitable samples:
e Required sites of brain not present
¢ Parts not identifiable due to trauma or decomposition
e Severe autolysis
e Severe bacterial contamination
e Preserved or chemically altered brain

Submitter must make certain all anatomic sites for testing are available when submitting a specimen
and to take all precautions to prevent autolysis or chemical alteration of the sample.

SENDING SAMPLES TO THE LAB
It is essential that rabies samples be properly submitted. To assist you with submitting samples, the
following guidelines are recommended:

¢ Do not ship whole carcasses, except bats

¢ Never ship live animals

e Seal specimens sufficiently to prevent leakage and odor

PACKAGING TIPS

1) Seal fresh specimens in Whirl-Pak bags or leak-proof wide-mouth plastic jars

2) Surround with absorbent material

3) Seal bags or jars with absorbent material in a second leak-proof container (not plastic
bags!)

4) Wrap container with sufficient absorbent material to absorb all fluids in case of a leak

5) Pack container in sturdy cardboard box with sufficient packing material to absorb fluids
and prevent movement/damage during transit

6) Enclose frozen gel packs; never use wet ice

7) Enclose form in leak-proof bag

8) If sample has offensive odor, seal in airtight bags within an airtight outer container (paint
can or taped Styrofoam cooler)

9) Pack specimens with adequate cold packs (not wet ice) to preclude decomposition in
shipment



10) While chilled specimens are recommended and preferred, frozen specimens are
acceptable
11) Know the bus or post office schedules and plan for them; it’s better to hold the brain
under refrigeration at your facility an extra day or two than to risk the possibility of heat
damage ifthe package arrives at the lab when the post office or bus depot is closed.
12) Ensure the SV-43 is completely filled out, included in the shipment of the rabies suspect,
and protected from moisture by sealing in a plastic bag
Be familiar with the city/county rabies regulations in your area. Local rabies regulations are often
times widely varied. The State of Montana strongly recommends that the guidelines set forth in the
Compendium of Animal Rabies Control, National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians, Inc.
are followed.

To ship via US Postal Service, send to: To ship via Fed-Ex or UPS, send to:

Montana Veterinary Diagnostic Lab Montana Veterinary Diagnostic Lab

PO Box 997 — Bozeman MT 59771-0997 South 19" & Lincoln St.

(406) 994-6350 Bozeman MT 59718 (406) 994-6350

Greyhound Bus Lines will accept shipments. Check with local Greyhound Lines.

Testing costs are $25 for small animals and $50 for large animals. No COD on shipping. Carcass
disposal charges are weight dependent except bats or small rodents.

REPORTING OF RESULTS

Results will be reported as either positive, negative, or unsuitable. If reported as unsuitable, an
explanation of why sample was deemed as such will be provided. All positive and unsuitable results
are reported to the Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services and local public health
officials for following up on possible human exposure.

Specimens received by 10 AM will be tested the day received and results will be available after 3 PM.
The submitter will be notified via phone for all human exposure case results unless requested
otherwise.

For submission and testing questions, please call the Virology lab at 406-994-6350.

HUMAN EXPOSURE

Human exposure refers to human contact with a suspected rabies infected animal and that person(s)
having incurred a bite or scratch or there has been contamination of an abrasion, open wound, or
mucous membrane with saliva or other potentially infectious material such as brain. In addition,
human exposure includes contact with a suspect animal by an infant or impaired individual, or when a
bat is in the same room with an unattended child, mentally disabled person, intoxicated person, or
sleeping person.



